
Fortitudo Ltd, a development company focused on delivering 
high quality schemes in the South East, is bringing forward 
plans for the regeneration and development of a key site 
in central Bournemouth which includes the South Western 
House building on Fir Vale Road and the multi-storey car park 
on Glen Fern Road. 

The site known as ‘BOHO Grand’ measures 
1.85 acres and was once voted one of the 
ugliest buildings in Britain. It has two frontages 
and includes South Western House on Fir Vale 
Road and the multi-storey car park on Glen Fern 
Road.

Ahead of submitting a planning application to 
BCP Council, Fortitudo has organised this public 
engagement event for you to view and comment 
upon the plans.

Welcome
To our BOHO Grand engagement event

We’d like to hear your thoughts on the proposals and members of the team are on hand to answer any questions 
you might have. You can let us know your thoughts by completing one of our feedback forms and dropping it into 
the ballot box provided. Alternatively, you can call our information line on 0800 121 4890.

The site

The site

The site



Fortitudo has a proven and comprehensive track record 
of designing, planning and regenerating sites to become 
commercially viable again, benefitting the local communities 
that they’re in. 

Bringing a new development into fruition is never a job for one person alone, it 
takes a whole room of experts and visionaries. For this redevelopment, Fortitudo 
has compiled a team of experts in their respective fields to create a landmark 
development which will provide a long-term viable use and unrivalled benefits to 
Bournemouth and the wider community. 

Meet the Team

ARC Architecture Ltd – Architects Chapman Lily Planning – Planning Consultant

SLR Consulting – Environmental Management Vectos – Transport and Drainage

Consult Communications – Consultation and Engagement



The site is a key part of Bournemouth town centre and is 
close to one of the commercial thoroughfares. It is set within a 
hollow between Richmond Hill and Bath Road, located just off 
Old Christchurch Road.
The site has two frontages and includes South Western House on Fir Vale Road and the multi-storey 
car park on Glen Fern Road.

South Western House, largely redundant since HM Revenue and Customs relocated during the 
1990’s, still houses the Cameo and Vinyl nightclubs on the ground floor. Over the years, as office 
needs and requirements have changed in terms of look and layout, this style of building has fallen 
out of favour. As a result, this four-storey building has become redundant and fallen into a state of 
disrepair, detracting visually from the local area, as can be seen from these images. 

The Current Site

Much of the site which fronts on to Glen Fern 
Road is still in active use, including the multi-
storey car park, the student housing, the various 
leisure uses and the café. Fortitudo is currently 
in talks with many of the existing users, looking 
at the opportunity for these businesses to form 
part of the new developed site. 

The existing site



Fortitudo has spent considerable time working on developing 
proposals for this site and understands the importance of 
ensuring that this quality development fits in well with the 
existing local area.
Fortitudo is developing an exciting vision for this site which will see a new mixed-
use development delivering a variety of uses all framed within beautiful new 
landscaped surroundings. A selection of our concept drawings are included below 
and overleaf: 

The Proposals

The proposals include:

•  500 much needed new homes, include private and Private Rented Sector (PRS)
•  A 104 bed hotel
•  New restaurants and bars
•  A new multi-storey car park
•  State-of-the-art commercial and leisure space

The architecture is defined by the local area, both in terms of materials and form. 
Portland stone transcends both the contemporary and traditional vernacular 
elements of the design. The towers irregular Portland stone parapet balconies 
seek to reflect Dorset’s rugged coastline cliffs and geologically rich landscape, 
while the Fir Vale Road frontage adopts Bournemouth’s historic love of Italian 
renaissance inspired design of the 1920’s & 30’s. Our aim is to create a building that 
is synonymous with Bournemouth and a bespoke reflection of the town for the 21st 
century.

Artistic view - from Fir Vale Road



Concept Drawings

Artistic view - from communal roof garden

Artistic view - from Fir Vale Road Artistic view - from Glen Fern Road

Current view and 
proposed view towards 

Glen Fern Road

Artistic view - from Fir Vale Road



Proposed CGI 1

Current view and proposed 
CGI looking east



Proposed CGI 2

Current view and proposed 
CGI looking west



Proposed CGI 3

Current view and proposed 
CGI looking north east



Proposed CGI 4

Current view and proposed 
CGI looking south



Transport, Townscape, Visual Impact and Heritage  
Fortitudo has appointed a team of expert consultants to undertake the necessary comprehensive 
surveys to accompany a future planning application. 

A detailed full review of all development related areas including transport, townscape, visual impact 
and heritage will be undertaken as part of the planning application process. 

Fortitudo understands the importance of considering the impact of the proposals and what mitigation 
might be required to minimise any impact on local residents and businesses. Fortitudo fully recognises 
the site’s highly sustainable location and this high level of sustainability means that residents will have 
viable alternatives to owning their own private vehicle.

Bournemouth town centre is in very close proximity, affording easy access to a huge range of facilities 
and services on foot or by bike, including: major retail, open space, parking, pubs and restaurants, 
entertainment, education, and places of worship. 

Project Planning

Example of planting around a developmentExample of Roof Terrace Planting

Landscaping, Environment and Ecology 

Various studies and appraisals have been undertaken to inform the proposals. As it is, the
site is currently a fairly poor habitat for wildlife.

The proposals would seek to not only maintain those limited habitats that do exist, but also
encourage additional wildlife and green space through new planting. Fortitudo is also
keen to introduce new habitats through including a terraced roof garden and additional
planting as part of the scheme.



Thank you for taking the time to attend our public exhibition 
on the proposals for the BOHO Grand site. We hope you 
found it useful, and would be grateful if you would take the 
time to submit a feedback form and tell us what you think.

Following today’s exhibition, we will review all feedback received and, where 
possible and appropriate, incorporate this into the proposals as they progress.

All of the written feedback we receive from this event will be included in a 
Statement of Community Engagement that will be submitted to the council as part 
of the planning application.

Should you have any further questions or comments or if you would like to discuss 
the plans with the team following this exhibition, you are welcome to contact us 
using the details below.

Thanks and Feedback

Thank you.

     Email
info@consultcommunications.co.uk

     Telephone
0800 121 4890

     Postage
Just write on the envelope 
‘Freepost YOUR FEEDBACK’ 


